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THE MISSION FOCUS: 
God meets us in our wreckage.

OUR OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that God can work with whatever we have, wherever we are.
 
KEY SCRIPTURE: 
Genesis 28:10-22
Jacob's Dream of a Staircase

MEMORY VERSE: 
“For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.” -Hebrews 3:4 (NIV)

LESSON SUMMARY: 
Once you've finished working on one piece, you immediately want to get started on making something new. Kids will learn that God is always working in our lives, making us new. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
SUGGESTED VIDEOS: 
Worship – Jesus Loves Me
Worship – I’ve Got The Joy
Worship – I Have Decided To Follow Jesus
Game - Dance Dance Freeze 2
Object Lesson - Jacob & Esau - God’s Plan

SUGGESTED ORDER OF SERVICE:
1) Ice Breaker Game - 5 Minutes 
2) Worship - 10 Minutes 
3) Memory Verse Activity (Large Group) - 5 Minutes
4) Object Lesson - 5 Minutes 
5) Large Group Game - 10 Minutes
6) Object Lesson Video – 3 Minutes 
7) Large Group Lesson - 5 Minutes 
8) Small Group Discussion - 10 Minutes 
9) Craft & Activity Page - 10 Minutes 
10) Make it Stick Parent Resource - give to parents as they leave





MID-WEEK PREP

This is your guide to get set for the coming weekend. You can use this email template to send to your volunteer team to prepare their hearts.  Be sure to attach the lesson PDF files to your email for them to review before Sunday. Below the email template, you’ll find simple posts you can share on social media with parents so they know what this week’s lesson is about. Also, you’ll find your supply list for this week’s lesson.

Email To Volunteers:
We’ve come to our final week of “Some Assembly Required.” It’s time to wreck all those Lego projects. But God, our wreckage, is just the beginning.

After trying to build a secure future for himself, Jacob found himself alone in the wreckage of his poor choices. Then God gave Jacob a dream. (Genesis 28:10-22) Jacob realized that God was about to do something new in his life! God meets us in our wreckage, to begin new and exciting things.

See you Sunday! 

Pre-Service Social Media Post Idea:
We’re a wreck! Fortunately for us, God specializes in doing new things with our old wreckage. Join us this weekend to see what we mean! 



















SUPPLIES LIST

Several Legos (Icebreaker)
2 Similar Lego Buildings (Large Group Game)
2 Lego Storage Buckets (Large Group Game)
Several Small Legos (Craft)
Ziplock Bags (Craft)




























ICEBREAKER GAME 
  
BUILD IT AGAIN

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Several Legos

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Have kids partner up. Give them each a handful of Legos. Have them make a creation together. Share the builds. Then have everyone take apart their creations and build something different using the same Legos. Share the new projects with the group. 

































 



OBJECT LESSON 
  
ITEMS NEEDED: 
Enough Legos for all students to build something small.

Put the students in groups around Lego bins. They can be seated at tables, or on the floor.

We are going to take a few minutes to create something with Legos. I am going to direct you as you build, so listen close to my instructions. First, I want you to just start making something in a hurry. You will have one minute to create anything you want. Don’t overthink it, or spend a bunch of time hunting for just the right parts. It’s okay if it’s sort of haphazard. You’re not going to be sharing it with the group or anything like that. Ready, go! Give them one minute to build.

Okay, stop! Put your creation down, and hands in the air, and listen. Now I’m going to give you a minute to destroy your creation… mostly. You are going to take about one half, or more, of the bricks off of what you’ve made. Be sure to leave it with at least five or six bricks stuck together. Ready, go! Give them one minute.

Okay, stop! Put your creation down, and hands in the air, and listen. Now, I want you to take what you have, and pass it to the person on your right. Each of you should now have what’s left of the wreckage of someone else’s Lego creation. Take a minute to make sure everybody has one.

I’m going to give you three more minutes, and you are going to take what you now have, and make something new with it. You may not remove any of the pieces that were on it when you got it. You must build from what is there. Let’s see what you can make!
Give them three minutes to build.

Okay, stop! Let’s share our creations with the people in our groups. Show them what you made from what you had to work with.

Collect the LEGO bricks or set them aside before continuing to the lesson. 




LARGE GROUP GAME 
  
DROP IN THE BUCKET

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Two similar Lego buildings
Two Lego storage buckets

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose two players for this game. Hand each player a Lego building, and set a storage bucket on the floor in front of them. The players will have one minute to strip the bricks off their building and drop them in their bucket. The person with the most bricks in their bucket after one minute wins. Bricks that are still connected to other bricks and bricks that fall outside the bucket do not count! 

VARIATION: 
An alternative for little kids is to build two DUPLO structures and see who can disassemble theirs the quickest. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
God is constantly tearing down and rebuilding, making us more like Christ. 




LARGE GROUP LESSON

BOTTOM LINE: 
God meets us in our messes.

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that we can follow God from anywhere; even when we mess up. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Genesis 28:10-22, Jacob's Dream of a Staircase

INTRO
It’s challenging to make something out of the messy wreckage of someone else’s Lego project, isn’t it? But today, we’re going to see that God can do great things with our wreckage.

I’m going to read you a story from the Bible, about a man named Jacob, who got a really awesome vision from God. But to really understand the vision, we have to know where Jacob was at. We need to look at what was going on in his life at the time.

Jacob was trying to build a life for himself. He was trying to secure his own future, and acquire wealth. And the way he did this was really dishonest and sinful. Jacob had an older brother named Esau. And as the oldest son, Esau was entitled to their father’s inheritance. Their father was really rich, so this was a huge deal. In order to get his father’s inheritance, two things would have to happen. First, he would have to get his brother to release his right to the inheritance. Not likely. Second, he would have to get his father to bless him with Esau’s inheritance. This wasn’t likely either. Esau the oldest, which meant that by law, he would get the inheritance. Not only that, but Esau was also their father’s favorite child. So Jacob decided to do some pretty bad things to build his own wealth. 

One day, Esau came home from a long trip. He had run out of food, so he was starving. And we don’t think straight when we are miserably hungry, do we? All we care about is food! Jacob had a fresh pot of stew on the stove, and Esau asked for some. But instead of helping his brother, Jacob said, “You can only eat some of this food, if you give me your birthright.” And since he wasn’t thinking straight, Esau sold his entire future for a bowl of soup.  

As bad as that was, Jacob’s next trick was way worse. His father had gone blind in his old age, and was on his death bed. Jacob went to him, pretending to be Esau, so that his father would give him Esau’s blessing. The old, blind, dying man fell for Jacob’s trick, and blessed Esau’s inheritance over to Jacob. What a guy!

Jacob had built a future for himself. Everything was going his way. But soon it all came crumbling down. Esau was so angry with Jacob, that he decided to kill him. So, Jacob had to run for his life. He ran away into the wilderness, all by himself. That night, he slept in the dirt, using a rock for a pillow. That doesn’t sound very comfortable, does it?

Could you imagine that? One day, everything is going your way, and by that evening, you are sleeping in the dirt with a rock for a pillow! Jacob’s life was a wreck. It was a wreck that he made, himself. After tricking people, using people; lying, and deceiving to get the things he wanted, it all fell apart. And there he was all alone, sleeping with the snakes and the bugs, with his head on a rock. Let’s read what happened next…

READ GENESIS 28:10-22

[We recommend showing the Object Lesson video here.]

MAIN POINT
So God appeared to Jacob in a dream, and pulled back the curtain, so that Jacob saw that God was up to something. He saw a stairway from heaven, and lots of activity! Angels were coming and going, doing the work that God gave them to do. God wasn’t finished with Jacob. This dream let Jacob know, that God was still at work behind the scenes. God was about to do something new in Jacob’s life. Even though Jacob’s life was a wreck, it was a wreck that God could work with. Jacob woke up excited about what he saw, and what his future might hold.

One beautiful thing about this story, is where God meets Jacob. We might expect God to tell Jacob, “Go back home and make things right with your brother, then I’ll meet with you.” Or we might expect God to call out Jacob’s sins, and send him on a quest to prove that he can change, then God would be willing to work with Jacob. Or, we might not even expect God to meet up with a guy like Jacob at all. 

But God reaches out, right in the middle of Jacob’s mess. Jacob doesn’t encounter God on a mountaintop, or in a temple, or a castle. God doesn’t show up when Jacob does something really great with his life. God meets Jacob right where Jacob is at; right in the middle of the mess he created. Even though Jacob’s life has been torn apart, and he finds himself alone in the wilderness, God invites him to start over from that place.

DRIVE IT HOME
Jacob’s story is like a little glimpse into what was to come hundreds of years later, when Jesus walked the earth. Jesus was always meeting people right in the wreckage of their messy lives. He would enter into their sinful messes, love them, and invite them to follow him from there. We know from the Bible that Jesus’ disciples had a lot of sinful issues; major sinful issues when they first met Jesus. Matthew cheated people out of their money. Peter used foul language1. Thomas was full of doubt. Simon was part of a terrorist group2. James and John were hateful racists3. And Jesus looked at this group of cheating, cussing, faithless, violent, racist men and said, “Follow me.”

1 Matthew 26:74
2 The Zealots were a militant group that performed many terrorist acts.
3 Luke 9:51-55
The disciples changed their ways and became faithful followers of Jesus. But Jesus didn’t expect them to change first. In other words, they didn’t have to change so that they could follow Jesus. They followed Jesus so that they could change. 

Sometimes we feel like we need to “get it together” before we can follow Jesus. We think we need to “build our lives” so that they are good enough for Jesus to work with.      But Jesus loves you, and wants to meet you, wherever you are. You don’t have to be perfect to begin following Jesus. He meets us in the middle of our messiness. 

LARGE GROUP MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY: 
Have the kids balance on their right foot and say the first word of the memory verse. Then have them hop to their left foot and say the second word, hop right again for the third word, and so on until they have said the entire verse. Practice several times seeing how fast they can get.

“For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.” -Hebrews 3:4 (NIV)


CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 
We thank you for loving us as we are, wherever we are. Help us to start from here, and to follow you.
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)

ICEBREAKER
Tell us about the biggest mess you ever made.
(This should be about spilled milk or a messy room, not necessarily a “life mess.”)

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Hebrews 3:4
Pair the kids off and have them recite the verse to each other. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Who knows the lyrics to “Everything is Awesome”? Have the kids get up and sing and dance like LEGO minifigures. Or just see who can do the best walking LEGO minifig impersonation.
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Genesis 28:10-22

  What do you remember about the mess that Jacob made?    
 
  What did Jacob see in his dream? 

  What did the dream mean?

  Have you ever been in a messy situation?

  Why do you think Jesus asked messy people to follow him? 

 
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 

Forgive us for the times when we make our lives messy. And thank you for being willing to meet us in our messes. Please help us to follow you. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3RD-5TH) 

ICEBREAKER
Tell us about the biggest mess you ever made.
(This should be about spilled milk or a messy room, not necessarily a “life mess.”)

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Hebrews 3:4
Pair the kids off and have them recite the verse to each other. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Who knows the lyrics to “Everything is Awesome”? Have the kids get up and sing and dance like LEGO minifigures. Or just see who can do the best walking LEGO minifig impersonation.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Genesis 28:10-22

Why was Jacob alone in the wilderness? 

What did Jacob learn about God from his vision? 

What did Jacob do when he woke up? 

Have you ever had a messy situation in your life?

What would it look like to follow God in that situation?

Why do you think Jesus asked messy people to follow him?
 
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 

Forgive us for the times when we make our lives messy. And thank you for being willing to meet us in our messes. Please help us to follow you. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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CRAFT ACTIVITY

My Lego Creation

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Several Small Legos
Ziplock Bags

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Be sure to have enough Legos so each child gets several. They will build and keep these.

Allow kids to choose some Legos that they can create with. 

Encourage them to make a Lego person or other creation.

As they build, remind them that God is continually building us into something better, just like we can build new things with our Legos.

Give them a Ziplock bag to hold their Legos to take home.





















JACOB COLORING PAGE

Use this coloring page to help kids learn about Jacob’s backstory, growing up with his brother, Esau: https://www.childrens-ministry-deals.com/products/jacob-and-esau-coloring-page































MAKE IT STICK (Take-Home Sheet for Parents)
5 Simple Ways to Make This Week's Lesson Stick

IN THE CAR:
On the drive home, ask your child what he learned about this week:

Kids will learn that God can meet us anywhere in our lives; even in the midst of our messes. Genesis 28:10-22, Jacob's Dream of a Staircase

HANGING OUT:
Make this week's lesson real:

Is there something around the house that needs rebuilding, or has been rebuilt? Have a look at that thing with the kids. Why was/is rebuilding important? 

AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:

What vision did God give to Jacob? 

What did the vision mean? 

Where did God meet Jacob?

Where did Jesus meet people?

AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week's memory verse:

“For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.” -Hebrews 3:4 (NIV)

PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:

God specializes in making great things happen out of the wreckage of our pasts, our mistakes, and our problems. He is always ready to start something new, from wherever we may be, even if we are in the midst of a mess. Pray that God will reveal what next steps he wants you to take, from where your life is right now. 
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[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]PARENT CONNECT

Parents have WAY more time with their kids every week than you do.  One of the most effective things you can do to minister to your kids is to help equip their parents to reinforce the lessons kids hear at church throughout the week.  To help you out, we have included an email below that you can send to parents on Sunday afternoon or Monday morning.  Be sure to attach the Make It Stick page to give parents some easy and practical ways to engage with their kids during the week.

Follow-Up Email To Parents:
Hello!

Finished, done, finalized, completed…sigh! It’s always feels great to accomplish a goal or a project. When the chores are done, and the house is clean, we can relax, knowing that for now, there’s nothing more to be done. But life’s not always like that. Sometimes life is a wreck. 

Fortunately for us, God gives us the opportunity to start new, from the wreckage of our lives. Jacob’s efforts to build a wealthy and secure future, came tumbling down around him. One moment he had achieved all he’d strived for. The next moment, he was hunted, homeless, alone, and sleeping in the dirt. But this is precisely where Jacob encountered God. God met Jacob in the wreckage of his foolish actions, and offered a new beginning. Talk about it some more this week at home by using the “Make It Stick” sheet. 

Have a great week! 






 


