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THE MISSION FOCUS: 
God finishes what he starts in our lives.

OUR OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that God is faithful to finish the work he is doing in our lives.
 
KEY SCRIPTURES: 
Genesis 6:9-7:1-5, 
Genesis 7:12 & 24, 
Genesis 8:1 & 15-17
Noah's Ark
 
MEMORY VERSE: 
“For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.” -Hebrews 3:4 (NIV)

LESSON SUMMARY: 
As humans, we aren’t always great at finishing what we started. Some people will let you down by not doing what they promised, or quitting on you part way through. But God is always faithful.
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SUGGESTED VIDEOS: 
Worship – Jesus Loves Me
Worship – I’ve Got The Joy
Worship – I Have Decided To Follow Jesus
Game - Lunchbox Shuffle
Object Lesson - God Is Faithful - Noah

SUGGESTED ORDER OF SERVICE:
1) Ice Breaker Game - 5 Minutes 
2) Worship - 10 Minutes 
3) Memory Verse Activity (Large Group) - 5 Minutes
4) Object Lesson - 5 Minutes 
5) Large Group Game - 10 Minutes 
6) Large Group Lesson - 5 Minutes 
7) Small Group Discussion - 10 Minutes 
8) Craft & Activity Page - 10 Minutes 
9) Make it Stick Parent Resource - give to parents as they leave






MID-WEEK PREP

This is your guide to get set for the coming weekend. You can use this email template to send to your volunteer team to prepare their hearts.  Be sure to attach the lesson PDF files to your email for them to review before Sunday. Below the email template, you’ll find simple posts you can share on social media with parents so they know what this week’s lesson is about. Also, you’ll find your supply list for this week’s lesson.

Email To Volunteers:
Hello!

Are you one of those people? Do you have a bunch of projects around your house that you’ve started but haven’t finished? People can be like that, but this weekend we’ll learn that God always finishes what he starts. Philippians 1:6 promises that “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

God began something incredible when he called Noah to build the ark. But after the flood, God didn’t leave Noah floating around at sea. God remembered Noah, and was faithful to complete what he had started! We want kids to know that they can stick with God throughout their lives, because God is faithful to stick with them. 

See you Sunday! 

Pre-Service Social Media Post Idea:
Let’s finish this! God finishes what he starts in our lives, so we can live for him from start to finish! Join us for week 3 of “Some Assembly Required.”

















SUPPLIES LIST

A Big Pile of LEGO bricks or Duplo Blocks (Icebreaker)
A Piece of Posterboard (Large Group Memory Verse)
Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwiches (Object Lesson)
Two “preschool aged” 24 to 48 piece puzzles (Large Group Game)
A Box with an Open End (Large Group Game)
LEGO Figure Template (Craft)
White Paper (Craft)
Crayons (Craft)


























ICEBREAKER GAME 
  
SORTING LEGO BRICKS

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A big pile of LEGO bricks or Duplo blocks

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Put the LEGO bricks in the center of your classroom space and have kids circle around. Give them 60 seconds to sort the LEGO bricks into groups. You can do this activity multiple times. Sort by color, sort by size, etc. As an alternative, instead of giving 60 seconds, use a stopwatch to see how long it takes them to complete the sorting.







OBJECT LESSON 
  
ITEMS NEEDED: 
Peanut butter and jelly sandwiches with no top slice of bread

Is anyone a little hungry this morning? I brought a few snacks if anyone needs one. Anyone want a peanut butter and jelly sandwich? 

Actually… does anyone notice anything wrong with these sandwiches? 

A sandwich isn’t a sandwich with just one slice of bread, is it? We’ve got the bottom slice, peanut butter, and jelly, but we stopped before the job was finished. 

So many dreams go unfulfilled because people leave them half done. They start projects and then they abandon them, leaving the world filled with half-written songs, half-written books, half-painted rooms, half-finished furniture, and so on. 

Pull out some bread and finish the sandwiches. 

When God does something, he finishes it. He sees his work through to the end. And the Bible tells us that Jesus is working in us; that He is working in our lives and through our experiences, to help us become mature and complete! The Bible also promises that Jesus will finish this work. God always finishes what He starts!


LARGE GROUP GAME 
  
PUZZLE RACE!

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Two 24 to 48 piece puzzles that are made for preschoolers. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Remove one piece from each puzzle (not an edge piece) and hide them in your pocket.

Choose two players to race each other, and see who can put their puzzle together the fastest. 

When the competition draws to an end, the students will obviously notice that a piece is missing from each puzzle. They may frantically look for the missing piece, or complain. Allow a little bit of frustration to unfold.

VARIATION: 
Alternatively, you could have just one volunteer, and time them to see how fast they can put a puzzle together.

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
Say, “Okay, I have to admit it. I have the last pieces of your puzzles.”
Give them the pieces and let them complete their puzzles.
Say, “It’s frustrating when you can’t finish something, isn’t it?” 
Today we are going to talk about how God finishes what he starts.



LARGE GROUP LESSON

BOTTOM LINE: 
God finishes what he starts in our lives.

OUR OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that God is faithful to finish the work he is doing in our lives.
 
KEY SCRIPTURE: 
Genesis 6:9-7:5, 8:1 & 15-17
Noah's Ark

INTRO
Have you ever started something that you didn’t finish? Why did you leave that project unfinished? Were you missing some pieces? Did you get discouraged because you couldn’t find the right piece? Did Mom and Dad tell you it was time for bed, and you just forgot to finish what you started? What caused you to walk away from that project and without finishing it? 

If you ever left something unfinished, for example, a LEGO build, don’t feel bad. It’s not the end of the world. LEGO bricks were made to be built, torn down, and rebuilt. Despite what some collectors (and adults) may tell you, they were never meant to be permanent structures. 

There are other, more important things in this life that we need to see through to the end, though. Things like homework, your dinner, or keeping promises. History is full of plans and projects that could have been great, but for some reason they were abandoned. There are unfinished songs, books, works of art, experiments, and even huge building projects that have gone unfinished. For example, about 100 years ago, they started building a subway system underneath the city of Cincinnati. They made extensive plans, dug massive tunnels, put up huge steel reinforcements, poured tons of cement, and then one day, they just quit. To this day, there are still over two miles of unfinished subway underneath the city. 

But God has done far greater things than subways, and he has always finished what he started. Let’s name some incredible things that God has done. Can you think of any? (Allow some answers)


READ GENESIS 6:9-7:5, 7:12, & 7:24

MAIN POINT
What would have happened if the story stopped right there? What if the story went like this? Noah obeyed God, the rain fell, the earth flooded… The end. Where would that have left Noah, his family and all the animals?

But Noah’s story doesn’t stop there. Let’s read on…

READ GENESIS 8:1 & 15-17

DRIVE IT HOME
Noah’s story didn’t end until God finished what he started. God remembered Noah, and didn’t leave him floating around in a giant boat with a bunch of stinky animals. God brought Noah, his family, and all the animals back to safe, dry ground. Because that is what God is like. He is faithful, and he finishes what he starts.

And here’s something really awesome! God invites people like us to join him in his work. He did this time after time, throughout the whole Bible, and he still does it today. What if God wanted to save Noah and his family without Noah’s help? Could God have just made the ark himself, gathered the animals into it, and zapped Noah and his family into the ark when the rain started? Of course he could have! God can do whatever he wants! But when God noticed that Noah was righteous, he decided to partner with Noah to do something great. And let’s notice how Noah responded. When God told Noah what to do, how did Noah react?

READ GENESIS 6:7 AGAIN

Noah did everything that God told him to do. Everything! Start to finish. Noah must have really trusted God! And he could trust God, because God is faithful.

We are so blessed to have a Creator God who has gifted us with different talents and abilities, and who wants to partner with us to do amazing things. So if God calls on us to join his work by befriending the friendless, sharing our faith in Jesus, inviting someone to church, praying for someone every day, serving another person, or showing kindness to our enemies, can we see those things through to the end?

And once we’ve started, will God just leave us “floating” around to figure things out for ourselves? No. Because God finishes what he starts. God promised to save Noah and he did.  God promised to send a Savior and he sent Jesus.  Jesus promised to one day return and he will. God always finishes what he starts.

Philippians 1:6 says, “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” That means that Jesus is with us, and working through us to complete great things.

LARGE GROUP MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY: 
Write each word of the verse on a poster board. Bring enough kids on stage so each kid can hold one of the words. Then have the kids unscramble the words and put them in order on stage so the audience can read it. 

“For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.” -Hebrews 3:4 (NIV)


CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 

Thank you for calling on us to partner with you, and for letting us in on the awesome things that you do. Please help us to always trust you to stay with us to the end, because you always start what you finish.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)

ICEBREAKER
Do you have any projects that you’ve started at home and not finished? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Hebrews 3:4
Play the telephone game with the memory verse. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Play a game of musical chairs. Keep going until there’s a winner. Don’t quit! 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Review first part Noah’s story together, or read Genesis 6:9-7:5

  What do you think Noah was like? 

  What things did God instruct Noah to do? 

  If you were Noah, what would have been the hardest instructions to obey?

  How did God finish what He started?

  How do you think Noah felt when he got off the ark?

  What is something that you would like to see Jesus do in your life?
 
  How can you trust God like Noah did?

 
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 

Thank you for being faithful, and for wanting people like us to join you in your work here on earth. Help us to remember that you are always faithful to complete the work that you have started to do in us. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen


SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3RD-5TH) 

ICEBREAKER
Hove you ever had somebody let you down by failing to keep a promise, or finish what they started? What was that like?

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Hebrews 3:4
Play the telephone game with the memory verse. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids improv a skit about Noah. The skit takes place on the ark after the rain stopped. This is going to be a “what if” skit. What if the animals could talk? What if God forgot about Noah, and didn’t finish what he started? What would the conversation be like? Students can play the part of Noah, his wife, a son, a daughter-in-law, or any animal of their choice.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Review first part Noah’s story together, or read Genesis 6:9-7:5
 
  What do you think Noah was like? 

  What things did God instruct Noah to do? 

  If you were Noah, what would have been the hardest instructions to obey?

  How do you think people around Noah may have made it hard for him to trust God?

  How did God finish what He started?

  What is something that you would like to see Jesus do in your life? 

  Have you ever felt that Jesus is working on your heart or in your life in some way?


SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 

Thank you for being faithful, and for wanting people like us to join you in your work here on earth. Help us to remember that you are always faithful to complete the work that you have started to do in us. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen


CRAFT ACTIVITY

Finish the LEGO Person

ITEMS NEEDED: 
LEGO Figure Template
White Paper
Crayons

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Copy LEGO Figure Template before class. You will need one for each child.

Pass out supplies.

Explain that the picture was started but not finished. What does this LEGO person look like?

Have kids finish the picture by creating whatever kind of LEGO person they would like.

Remind them that God invites us to join his work, and he is faithful to finish what he starts. 





















NOAH’S ARK COLORING PAGE

Use this coloring page to reteach the story about Noah starting and finishing the Ark: https://www.childrens-ministry-deals.com/products/noahs-ark-coloring-pages
































MAKE IT STICK (Take-Home Sheet for Parents)
5 Simple Ways to Make This Week's Lesson Stick

IN THE CAR:
On the drive home, ask your child what he learned about this week:

We learned that God invites us to partner with him to do great things, and He is faithful to finish what he started. Philippians 1:6 tells us that Jesus is working in us and through us to complete great things in our lives, so we can trust him to help us finish the good things we start. 

HANGING OUT:
Make this week's lesson real:

Is there a house project that’s been left unfinished for a while? Do the work this week to get it done, and let the kids help. Discuss how it feels to get an unfinished project done. 

AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:

Why did Noah build the ark? 

What happened after Noah did everything that God told him to do?

Why do you think God wants to partner with us to do great things?

AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week's memory verse:

“For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.” -Hebrews 3:4 (NIV)

PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:

As parents, sometimes we feel like our kids need to see us as people who have it all together. But it is important to let them know that God is working in our lives, and that we rely on him every day. Tell your child about an area of your life where God is working. Tell them what you hope to see God complete in you, and why it is important for you to keep going, and not give up.
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PARENT CONNECT

Parents have WAY more time with their kids every week than you do.  One of the most effective things you can do to minister to your kids is to help equip their parents to reinforce the lessons kids hear at church throughout the week.  To help you out, we have included an email below that you can send to parents on Sunday afternoon or Monday morning.  Be sure to attach the Make It Stick page to give parents some easy and practical ways to engage with their kids during the week.

Follow-Up Email To Parents:
Hello!

The human race has dotted history with a trail of unfinished symphonies, literary masterpieces, buildings, and civil projects. Nobody plans to leave their work unfinished. It just happens. We’re only human. Only God is faithful to finish everything he starts. 

Throughout the Bible, God partnered with people to accomplish great things, and he still does. In our Bible story, we learned that God is faithful to finish the work that he begins with us, and in us. Noah faithfully obeyed God’s commands. And after he did, God didn’t leave him floating out at sea. God remembered Noah, and finished what he started. Philippians 1:6 tells us that Jesus is faithful to finish the good things he has begun doing in our lives! So let’s look for opportunities to partner with God, and see some great things to completion.

Have a great week!






 




