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THE MISSION FOCUS: 
When we trust Jesus, he is able to work things out for our good. 

OUR OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn to trust Jesus to do his work in their lives. 
 
KEY SCRIPTURE: 
Judges 7:1-22
Gideon's Army
 
MEMORY VERSE: 
“For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.” -Hebrews 3:4 (NIV)

LESSON SUMMARY: 
When you start building, the pieces just start to fall into place. Kids will learn that when they give everything to God, he makes all things work together perfectly. 
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SUGGESTED VIDEOS: 
Worship – Jesus Loves Me
Worship – I’ve Got The Joy
Worship – I Have Decided To Follow Jesus
Game - Rotten Apples
Object Lesson - God’s Big Picture - Gideon’s Army

SUGGESTED ORDER OF SERVICE: 
1) Ice Breaker Game - 5 Minutes 
2) Worship - 10 Minutes 
3) Memory Verse Activity (Large Group) - 5 Minutes
4) Object Lesson - 5 Minutes 
5) Large Group Game - 10 Minutes 
6) Large Group Lesson - 5 Minutes 
7) Small Group Discussion - 10 Minutes 
8) Craft & Activity Page - 10 Minutes 
9) Make it Stick Parent Resource - give to parents as they leave



MID-WEEK PREP

This is your guide to get set for the coming weekend. You can use this email template to send to your volunteer team to prepare their hearts.  Be sure to attach the lesson PDF files to your email for them to review before Sunday. Below the email template, you’ll find simple posts you can share on social media with parents so they know what this week’s lesson is about. Also, you’ll find your supply list for this week’s lesson.

Email To Volunteers: 
Hello!

Ready for week two? Sometimes those big Lego sets have so many pieces, it seems impossible to see how it’s all going to come together. That’s a lot like our lesson for this weekend. Gideon, a leader for the Israelite army, had what seemed to be an impossible task before him – defeating the enemy with an army that went from 32,000 to 300! But he trusted the process, and it all came together.

Kids need to be able to relate to these scenarios. Things may seem crazy or unorganized, but by trusting God’s process, things will work out. Read Judges 7:1-22 to be ready for this weekend.

See you Sunday! 

Pre-Service Social Media Post Idea: 
How many thousands of Legos do you have at your house? It may seem impossible, but that mountain of plastic pieces can become a masterpiece when you trust the building process. Come this weekend to see what all that has to do with Gideon, a leader of the Israelite army.











SUPPLIES LIST

Several Legos (Icebreaker)
A Jigsaw Puzzle – 48 pieces or less (Object Lesson)
A Big Box of Legos (Large Group Game)
2 Lego Building Platforms (Large Group Game)
8 ½ x 11 White Paper (Craft)
9 x 12 Construction Paper (Craft)
Markers (Craft)
Scissors (Craft)
Glue Sticks (Craft)





















ICEBREAKER GAME 
  
WHAT CAN YOU BUILD?

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Several Legos

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Put a large pile of LEGO bricks in the center of the room and have kids sit in a circle around them. Go around the circle and have one person at a time take a LEGO piece and start building. Each person should add to the same creation. Depending on your number of kids, go around the circle a couple of times and see what masterpiece they come up with.
































OBJECT LESSON 
  
ITEM NEEDED: 
A jigsaw puzzle (48 pieces or less)

Spread the puzzle pieces in front of the kids and start piecing it together. Have some kids help. 

Puzzles and LEGO bricks have a lot in common. Like a custom LEGO kit, every piece of this puzzle has its proper place. It’s slow going at first, because you have to spread the pieces out and get a look at everything. But the more you work at it, the more pieces just fall into place. Soon enough, you start to get a picture of what you’re building. And before you know it, you’re done. 

Right now, God is building each one of us. Like a puzzle, or a LEGO kit, he’s putting our lives together one brick at a time. It’s tempting to try and make the pieces all fit on our own. We think we see the big picture, and we want to rush God’s work. 

Don’t get in a rush. Be patient. Let God do the building. Piece by piece, one brick at a time, he will reveal his plan for you. 

God knows what he’s doing and where he is taking you. He’s seen the picture on the box of your life. Trust God, and God will fit the pieces together. One day at a time, one brick at a time. 


LARGE GROUP GAME 
  
HIGH TOWERS

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A big box of LEGO bricks, two LEGO building platforms

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose two players for this game and give each one a building platform. Start the clock, and give the players 60 seconds to build a tower. At the end of 60 seconds, compare the two towers. The player with the tallest, standing tower wins. 

If a tower topples before time expires or even after, measure the tower to the tallest brick left standing. 

VARIATION: 
Instead of LEGO bricks, you can do a building contest with cardboard brick blocks. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
Let God build your life, one piece at a time, and he will build it right. 



LARGE GROUP LESSON

BOTTOM LINE: 
When we trust God, he is able to work things out for our good. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn to trust God to do his work in their lives. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Judges 7:1-22, Gideon's Army

INTRO
Last week we started talking about LEGO bricks, and we talked about following directions. When you’re building a LEGO kit from instructions, it can be frustrating at first, but the more you build, the easier it gets. The pieces on the table get to be fewer and fewer. It’s easier to spot the pieces you need. The pieces come together faster. Before you know it, you’ve finished your LEGO creation. 

Strangely enough, the same thing happens when we freestyle, building cars and buildings and space ships without direction. At first, we may not be sure what we’re building, but as our creation starts to take shape, it gets easier. We know what piece we need next. We know where we’re going. We can see the final product before we even get there. 

The whole LEGO building process is a good picture of what God is doing in our lives every day. God is our Creator, just as we create our own LEGO worlds and objects. God has a plan for each one of us, just as we have plans for our creations. But God’s creations don’t come together all at once. He puts his creations together one piece at a time. Minute by minute, day by day, brick by brick, God is building each one of us into who he wants us to be. 

The difference between LEGO bricks and us is that LEGO bricks don’t meddle. LEGO bricks don’t try to add pieces on their own or rush the project. We do it all the time. We try to tell God what we want. We try to work things out on our own rather than letting God do his work. We need to trust in God and let him do all the building. 

One man who learned to let God be the builder was Gideon. God called Gideon to raise an army and save Israel, but this was no ordinary army. God had a specific vision for the army that Gideon would lead. God insisted Gideon build his way, and when Gideon let God do the work, God did a miracle. 

READ JUDGES 7:1-22




MAIN POINT
There’s an ancient book called the Art of War in which armies and generals teach a lot of lessons about war. One of the chief lessons is this: don’t go into battle with fewer soldiers than your enemy. If you don’t outnumber your enemy, run! 

Gideon raised an army of 32,000 men. That’s a pretty big army! But God said he had too many men for the battle. Gideon sorted his men and sent 22,000 home, leaving him with only 10,000. God said he still had too many. Eventually, Gideon was down to a meager 300 men, not nearly enough to face the hordes that had come to attack Israel. 

It seemed crazy to everyone involved that God would only allow Gideon 300 men, but God had a plan to defeat the enemy. That plan called for 300 men, no more. That’s what Gideon took into battle, and that’s what Gideon used to save Israel. Gideon won, not because he had the most men. He won because he let God build the army. 

DRIVE IT HOME
Over and over, the Bible gives us stories about men and women who obeyed God and let God do the building in their lives. Sometimes God’s directions seemed strange, but when those men and women obeyed God, they saw that God’s way was the right one, no matter how strange it seemed to them. 

God gave us these stories to teach us that we need to be just as obedient as the heroes of the faith. Like Gideon, we need to let God do the building. We need to trust God every step of the way. If God says to give the money you’re saving for a bike to charity instead, give it. If God says to sit down next to the kid who just moved to your school, do it. If God says to offer to pray for a friend in need, speak up and do it.

And sometimes, God’s instructions can seem crazy to us; or even downright scary. Jesus taught us that we should love our enemies. When Jesus says “love,” he’s not saying that we should feel warm fuzzies toward them. He is saying that what we should do is serve them in loving and kind ways. We should do good things for them. That makes about as much sense as telling Gideon to face down a huge army with only a few hundred soldiers. But God knows what he is doing. And Jesus knows that by loving our enemies, like he did, we can change the world. So let’s have the faith to follow Jesus, and obey his words, even if they don’t make sense to us sometimes.

LARGE GROUP MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY: 
Divide the room in half. Pick one side to start and have them all shout the first word, then the other side shouts the second word, and so on until they finish the verse.

“For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.” -Hebrews 3:4 (NIV)

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 

Take our lives and make them something great. Put the pieces together for us according to your plan. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen


SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)

ICEBREAKER
What’s your favorite thing to build with LEGO bricks? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Hebrews 3:4
Give each kid one word of the memory verse.  They have to remember their word and then they all have to stand up and line up in order, so that when they say their word from left to right they will have said the memory verse.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Play Simon Says with the kids, and see who does the best job following directions. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Judges 7:1-22

Who was Gideon? 

How many men did Gideon originally have in his army? 

How many men did Gideon take into battle? 

What instructions did God give Gideon for the battle? 

How did God defeat the army of Midian? 

What are some instructions that Jesus gives us?

What are some ways we can follow Jesus’ instructions?
 
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 

Teach us to be patient and to trust you with our lives. Thank you for working all things out for our good. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen


SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3RD-5TH) 

ICEBREAKER
What’s your favorite thing to build with LEGO bricks? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Hebrews 3:4
Give each kid one word of the memory verse.  They have to remember their word and then they all have to stand up and line up in order, so that when they say their word from left to right they will have said the memory verse.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Play Simon Says with the kids, and see who does the best job following directions. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Judges 7:1-22

How many men did Gideon take into battle? 

What instructions did God give Gideon for the battle? 

How did God defeat the army of Midian? 

What are some instructions that Jesus gives us?

What are some ways we can follow Jesus’ instructions?

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 

Teach us to be patient and to trust you with our lives. Thank you for working all things out for our good. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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CRAFT ACTIVITY

Put it Together

ITEMS NEEDED: 
8 ½ x 11 White Paper 
9 x 12 Construction Paper
Markers
Scissors
Glue Sticks

INSTRUCTIONS: 
On the white paper, have kids draw a picture from today’s Bible story.

Then have them cut their picture into puzzle pieces.

Use glue sticks to glue the picture back together on construction paper.

Remind kids that God helps us put the pieces of our life together. 

















GIDEON COLORING PAGE

Use this coloring page to reinforce today’s lesson about Gideon: https://www.childrens-ministry-deals.com/products/gideon-coloring-page































MAKE IT STICK (Take-Home Sheet for Parents)
5 Simple Ways to Make This Week's Lesson Stick

IN THE CAR:
On the drive home, ask your child what he learned about this week:

When you get to the building, the pieces just start to fall into place. Kids will learn that when they give everything to God, he makes all things work together perfectly. Judges 7:1-22, Gideon's Army

HANGING OUT:
Make this week's lesson real:

Sit down and play with LEGO bricks with the kids. Decide what you are going to build together, and then watch that building take shape. How is building with LEGO bricks like letting God build our lives? 

AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:

What kind of army did God build for Gideon? 

How did God use Gideon’s army to defeat Midian? 

How does God build our lives? 

AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week's memory verse:

“For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.” -Hebrews 3:4 (NIV)

PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:

God wants us to trust him to reveal who we are and what his plan is for us one step at a time. Pray for your kids to be patient and obedient as God continues his good work in their lives, and pray that God will give you the same patience as he works on your life. 
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PARENT CONNECT

Parents have WAY more time with their kids every week than you do.  One of the most effective things you can do to minister to your kids is to help equip their parents to reinforce the lessons kids hear at church throughout the week.  To help you out, we have included an email below that you can send to parents on Sunday afternoon or Monday morning.  Be sure to attach the Make It Stick page to give parents some easy and practical ways to engage with their kids during the week.

Follow-Up Email To Parents: 
Hello!

Beyond following instructions for building a Lego set, you’ve got to stick to the plan and process, so those tiny pieces become something big and beautiful! Gideon, a leader of the Israelite army didn’t have Legos to work with; he had men. What began as a huge army, whittled down to only 300 soldiers. 

This was part of God’s plan. When Gideon trusted the process, it all came together, and they won a difficult battle against their enemies. What can we learn from this? Our process may seem difficult, and it may be hard to see the whole picture, but we must keep trusting God through it all. Use the “Make It Stick” page to connect with your child at home this week. 

Have a great week! 






 



